H D Becker & W F Caspary pp 188 DM 136 Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1980 This excellent and comprehensive monograph, written by two eminent West German professors, is an important and learned contribution to the study of the postgastrectomy and postvagotomy syndromes. The book is divided into four parts. In part I, 'Gastric surgery and its results', a short, historical survey of gastric surgery is followed by a description of the various operations for peptic ulcer disease. The authors also give a detailed account of their results, supplemented by all relevant statistical data. The 'Diagnostic procedures' of part II include X-ray findings, endoscopy, gastric secretory analysis, endocrine provocation tests, gastric emptying and laboratory tests for malabsorption. Part III deals with 'Postgastrectomy syndromes', and their incidence, clinical findings, aetiology and treatment are discussed under the following headings: dumping, afferent and efferent limb syndromes, reflux gastritis and oesophagitis, gastric remnant carcinoma, malabsorption, bone disease, and recurrent peptic ulceration. Part IV on 'Postvagotomy syndromes' deals concisely with postvagotomy dyspepsia, diarrhoea, cholelithiasis after vagotomy, and recurrent peptic ulcer. The relative merits of truncal and selective vagotomy with a drainage procedure and of proximal gastric vagotomy without drainage are ably described and supplemented with statistical tables, charts and a number of splendid illustrations.
It is pleasing to read in the text the many complimentary and appreciative references that are accorded to a number of distinguished UK gastroenterologists including Goligher, Johnston, Kennedy and Alexander-Williams -for their valuable statistical data and contributions to the study of these syndromes.
My only criticisms are that the index of subjects is too short, occupying only It pages; Kondo's jejunal loop (replacement after radical gastrectomy) is not described; and there are no references to the role of staples in gastrointestinal surgery or to the pioneer work of Ravitch and Steichen.
I thoroughly enjoyed reading this learned book and recommend that it should occupy a prominent place in the libraries of gastroenterologists, general surgeons, biochemists, and all those studying for the higher degrees in surgery. The title belies the broad scope of the topics covered by the contributors, and the volume is a very useful, up-to-date account of the present state of basic immunological research in multiple sclerosis. As usual, experimental allergic encephalomyelitis (EAE) figures prominently (perhaps too prominently), but most contributors accept the limitations of this disease, even in its chronic form, as a model for multiple sclerosis. There is also a healthy awareness that the immunological changes found in multiple sclerosis itself may simply be secondary to the demyelination.
RODNEY MAINGOT

Consulting Surgeon Royal Free Hospital. London
The various contributors deal in turn with the immunopathology of EAE, its suppression by myelin basic protein, and attempts to control the inflammatory response in this experimental disease. Multiple sclerosis itself is covered mainly by three papers in the final section of the book under the topics of clinical pathology, T-cell function, and immunosuppression.
Unfortunately, no discussion of any of the topics is included, which is a pity, not simply because of the added dimension it would have given to the book, but because discussion was always an important part Of Dr Liversedge's thinking.
ALAN RIDLEY
Consultant Neurologist The London Hospital. Whitechapel
Practice of Geriatric Psychiatry Alex Comfort pp 110 $15.95 New York: Elsevier 1980 At a time when, in some quarters, the validity of geriatrics and psychogeriatrics as 'subspecialties' is being questioned, it is salutary to read a book of such authority and obvious practical and detailed expertise. Dr Comfort has a happy knack (like the late Richard Asher) of coining memorable terms: 'the geroparasitic granny industry' is but one example. It is staggering how much knowledge, wisdom, quiet humour and sensitivity he has packed into a mere 94 pages, and everything is covered, including the major psychoses, geriatric psychotherapy, the fact that 'within hours of
